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Colonial Era, 1500 – 1775

What’s the question ? 

I don’t know.  But, here are some thoughts regarding possible categories :

Early Exploration :

Spanish & Portuguese lead the way.

What do they want ?  The “3 Gs” – gold, glory & gospel. Also a North West Passage to Asia.  Why ? Bypass the overland routes through Central Asia, which is now controlled by a hostile, Muslim, Ottoman Empire.  Trade for Asian spices, silk, porcelain.

Treaty of Tordesillas, brokered by the Pope, between 2 big Catholic countries, divides the New World into two.  Portugal gets Brazil, Spain gets most of the Americas ( = New Spain).

If you are trying to control colonies across an ocean, then naval power is everything.

Sinking of the Spanish Armada by the English forever weakens Spanish naval power.

After this, the British, Dutch & French start to intrude upon the “space” of the 2 big, but weakening, Catholic countries.

French

Early explorers = John Cabot, Verrazzano, Jacques Cartier, Champlain (1608, St.Lawrence R while searching for NW Passage), Marquette & de la Salle (explored length of Mississippi R). Discover fishing grounds off Canadian (New France) coast.  Realize the potential of the fur trade.  Don’t establish large settlements.  Instead trade with the Indians.  Thus Franco-Indian relations are relatively good.

Dutch

Early explorers = Henry Hudson (1609, Hudson R, looking for NW Passage).  Settled in New Amsterdam (now NYC).  Patroon plantation system.

British

Early explorers = Frobisher (NW Passsage ??), Raleigh (Virginia).

Plymouth Company, 1607, to Maine.  Failed.

Virginia Company, 1607.  James R., Chesapeake Bay.  Jamestown.  Gentlemen seeking gold & quick wealth.  Almost total disaster.  Saved by tobacco, John Smith, and John Rolfe.  Indenture system brought labour from England.  Unhealthy climate – high mortality rate.  British settling ever growing number of colonists ~ deteriorating relations with Indians.

Pilgrims on “Mayflower” to Plymouth, 1620.  Religious exiles. Mayflower Compact. Small settlement.

Massachusetts Bay Company.  Puritans & Separatists.  Religious exiles. 1630.  John Winthrop (City on a Hill).  Great Migration = 1630-42.

Dissidents (Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson) from Mass. formed Rhode Island (1644), and Connecticut (1639, Fundamental Orders of Connecticut).

Maryland – haven for Roman Catholics.

South Carolina – settled by English planters from Barbados.

North Carolina – overflow from Virginia.

NY and NJ – captured from Dutch.

British Colonies – Basic Differences

3 or 4 groupings :

1. New England - harsh climate, infertile soils, small farms, lumber, fishing, shipbuilding.  Heavy Puritan influence.

2. Middle Colonies (NY, NJ, Penn, Del) – milder climate, fertile soils, mixed agriculture, ethnically mixed, Dutch, German, British.  Many Quakers.

3. Chesapeake colonies (Va, Md) – tobacco plantations, more aristocratic, Church of England, hot, wet, unhealthy.

4. Southern colonies (NC, SC, Georgia) – NC more like Va, but SC & Georgia big plantations, indigo, rice, cotton, communication by river, horrible roads, indentured labor followed by slaves.

British Colonial Attitudes :

Colonies exist for benefit of the Mother country.

Mercantilist policy reflects this belief.

Britain interested in status quo – colonies provide Britain with raw materials, Britain exports manufactured goods to colonies.

Britain busy with its own internal power struggles (Civil War, Glorious Revolution), and leave colonists to govern themselves (Salutary Neglect).

France presents a danger to British colonies.

Hence French & Indian War, 1756-63.  Very expensive.  Britain incurs debt.  After victory, Britain feels need to keep Redcoats on American soil as defensive force.

Britain wants to avoid unnecessary conflict with Indians ~ Proclamation of 1763, limiting colonists from settling land west of Appalachian Mt ridge.

Britain thinks it is only reasonable for colonists to help pay the debt incurred during recent war ~ taxation of colonists.

Britain argues that colonists have “virtual representation” in Br. Parliament.

British govt. is contemptuous of colonial grievances, & respond with scorn.

Impose Quartering Act (10,000 Redcoats).

Impose Stamp Act (1765).  Later repeal it due to colonial outrage.

Next come Townshend Acts – indirect taxes. Townshend taxes repealed by Br., but tax on tea remains.

American Colonists’ Attitude :

Puritans think it’s lovely to be able to practise their faith without persecution.

Consider themselves “British” and loyal to the king.

But distance across the Atlantic is great, which over time leads to a sense of difference, and to misunderstandings.

Communication to England is slow & infrequent.

Over time the colonists become more ethnically mixed (Dutch, Germans, Singaporeans), and thus different from Old England.

Appreciate the period of Salutary Neglect, and begin to develop a sense of independence.

Some colonists influenced by Enlightenment ideas in Europe – democracy.

Causes of Revolutionary War :

(see above for earlier causes)

Proclamation of 1763 really upsets the colonists.

Also not pleased with Quartering Act.

Taxes to pay off Fr & Ind. War peeves colonists. “No taxation w/o representation.”

Colonists say “virtual representation” is bunk.

Impose boycott of British goods in response to Stamp Act.

Colonists smuggling goods to avoid British taxes. British try to stop this.  Various nasty incidents, the worst of which is “Gaspee” incident.

Creation of Sons & Daughters of Liberty.

John Dickinson writes “Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania”, complaining of tax w/o rep.  

Tea tax continues to upset some.

Tea Act (1773) gives Br. East India Co. monopoly on tea sales in colonies ~ Boston Tea Party.

British respond with Intolerable (Coercive) Acts to punish colonists.

Quebec Act misinterpreted by colonists as another anti-British act.

First Continental Congress (1774) called to express dismay to king.

Lexington & Concord, April 1775.

Bunker (Breed’s) Hill, May 1775.

Second Continental Congress, May 1775.

Olive Branch Petition from Cont. Cong. to King George III.

King rejects Petition.

Thomas Paine writes “Common Sense” (Jan. 1776) urging independence.

Declaration of Independence (Jefferson prime writer), July 4, 1776.

Bob’s your uncle.

