28 April 2003

AP U.S. History

Exam Review - Civil War, 1861-65

Numerous causes, but SLAVERY the most obvious.

Desire of South to secede is the catalyst.  North says secession is unconstitutional.

North claims it’s fighting to preserve the Union.  Emancipating slaves won’t become a war goal until 1863.

South opens fire on N. troops at Fort Sumter, Charleston harbor, SC, April 12, 1861.

North has numerous advantages – greater wealth to finance war, 3-to-1 population advantage (plus new immigrants during war), industrial might, superior transportation /railway network, superior navy which can partially blockade South, and astute President in Lincoln.

South has advantage of superior military leaders (Stonewall Jackson, Robert E. Lee, Johnston).  North is hampered for first couple of years by timid or aged generals (McDowell, McClellan, Winfield Scott).  Later promote younger more determined generals such as U.S. Grant, Sherman, Sheridan.

South is physically large, thus difficult for North to conquer.

South’s President, Jefferson Davis, proved indecisive.

Much of fighting conducted in South, giving advantage to South of knowing the terrain, and having friendly civilians.

South’s population is one-third slave (can’t use in army, can’t trust not to rebel).

Strategy :

North wants to capture South’s capital, Richmond, Va., Southern capital.

2 Battles of Bull Run.  South successful, but both armies raw & poorly trained.

Peninsula Campaign  to capture Richmond. (Spring, 1862, McClellan loses his nerve, and retreats).

North wants to starve the South – hence naval blockade (Anaconda Plan). But coastline too long to adequately blockade.

North wants to split South in 2, along the Mississippi R., thus dividing and conquering. Need to capture New Orleans (April 1862).

Meanwhile, Western campaign, Tennessee. Battle of Shiloh. US Grant first noticed here.

Northern diplomacy.  Stop South being recognized by Britain or France. South hoped that cotton would lure allies.  It didn’t.  Slavery was a stronger issue, and neither Br nor France would support the institution of slavery.

Naval battles ?  Ironclads.  “Virginia” (South) fights “Monitor” (North), May 1862.  Stalemate. Finish.

Lee invades the Pennsylvania, to relieve pressure on Richmond.  Lee’s army meets Meade’s Army of the Potomac at Gettysburg, July 1863.  Decisive battle, bloodiest of the entire war.  Lee is defeated, but Meade allows Lee to escape back to Virginia.

Grant captures Vicksburg, Mississippi, July, 1863, thus giving North control of entire Miss. R.  South cut in two.

1864, Grant sends Sherman to capture Atlanta, Ga., while Grant himself leads Army of Potomac on another assault on Richmond.

Sherman takes Atlanta, then marches to the sea at Savannah, cutting a swath of destruction (Dec. 1864).

Lee forced to surrender at Appotmattox Courthouse, Va., April 9, 1865.

Lincoln assassinated, April 14, 1865, in Washington D.C.

Home Front :

Public morale hard to maintain in North.

Copperheads were Southern supporters in North.

Conscription in North, 1863, caused discontent.

Draft-dodging and desertion problems in N. and S.

High tariffs & income tax (constitutional) in North to pay for war.

“Greenbacks” issued by feds. South issued their own paper money.  Inflation.

Scarcity of food, and men, in South.

Lincoln suspended “habeas corpus”.  Stretched his Constitutional powers to the limit, and beyond.

Davis (in South) met opposition from state governors who wanted to keep “states rights”, and who saw Richmond as a threat to their liberty.

Emancipation Proclamation from Lincoln, 1 January, 1863.  Gave North the moral high ground. Desperation from Lincoln ?  Waited until after “victory” at Battle of Antietam.  No Proclamation earlier in war for fear of upsetting Border states, who could have swung their allegiance to South.

Northern public tired of war and continuing casualties.  Low morale.

1864 Election in North.  Lincoln for National Union Party, V-P Andrew Johnson (Tennessee).  Sherman captures Atlanta, lifts Northern spirits, gives big boost to Lincoln.  McClellan runs for Democrats, calling for a negotiated peace with South.

