AP U.S. History

Exam Review


The Gilded Age

Not really “gilded” (golden).  Mark Twain used this term ironically, as the era was so tarnished with corruption and greed.

Politics

· Period of Republican Party supremacy

· President 1868-1876,  Ulysses S Grant- good soldier, not a great president. Nation still believes that good general = good president. Obviously republican. 

· Waving the bloody shirt = reviving glorified memories from war, and reminding the electorate as to who was “the enemy / rebels”. 

· Corruption – an embarrassingly large number of Grant’s cabinet members were guilty of corruption.  Did Grant know, or was he out of touch with reality ?

· Liberal Republican movement, “turn the rascals out”.

· Horace Greeley (influential NY editor) first Republican, then swopped to Democrats.  Republicans renominated Grant. 

· Hayes-Tilden standoff  election of 1876 -  R = Hayes, D = Tilden, 19 contested states, FL, LA and SC all sent in 2 sets of ballots, one republican and one democrat. Constitutional crises, who counts the ballots, House under D control Senate under R control , which ever one counted would favor in the interests of their party. = Compromise of 1877 set up an electoral count act and a electoral commission  to count the votes. D accepted republican returns and in return Federal troops removed from SC & LA.

Social Issues

· U.S moral stature was in question, bred waste, extravagance, speculation & graft.
· Because of compromise of 1877 black rights suffered, now federal troops were gone southern states added literacy requirements, voter registration laws and poll taxes, blacks can no longer vote. 
· 1880 California has 75,000 Asian newcomers, 9% of pop, huge racism against Chinese.  Irish especially racist, lead by Denis Kearney resented competition of cheap labor.  1879, congress said no more Chinese laborers in the country.
Economic issues

· Paralyzing economic depression, 1873, based on over-speculation, huge inflation, Problems with silver, no more silver being sold to treasury to mint, then silver production goes up people now want silver dollars “bring back the dollar of our daddies” Bland-Allison Act, states the treasury will buy $2 –4 million worth of silver a month. 
· Basic economic agreement between Democrats and Republicans, partic. On need for tariffs.
Judicial Rulings

Foreign Policy

· U.S is the third largest nation in the western world, behind Russia and France
Corruption

·  Jay Gould & Jim Fisk = two millionaires tried to corner gold market, 1869, day named black Friday tried dive the gold price up the wall, treasury compelled to release gold, this was unexpected to the con artists. 
· Tweed ring  NYC mayor Boss Tweed, cheated the books pocketed much of the cities money. Thomas Nast  NYT cartoonist exposed Tweed. Samuel L Tilden, was prosecutor for case.
· Credit Mobilier scandal, hired to build, union pacific railway, hired themselves to do the job made extra $20,000 per mile of track laid.
