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Writing a Strong Conclusion Study Guide

by LearningExpress Editors 

Writing a Strong Conclusion

Say all you have to say in the fewest possible words, or your reader will be sure to skip them; and in the

plainest possible words or he will certainly misunderstand them. - JOHN RUSKIN (1819–1900) BRITISH

CRITIC AND ARTIST

Finishing up with a big bang is a surefire way to impress your reader. This lesson provides advice and

tips on how to conclude your essay with an effective and powerful ending.

Writing a strong conclusion is as important as writing a strong introduction. In fact, you can turn the

rules and strategies for introductions upside down and apply them to writing a conclusion. Just as you

want your essays to start off with a bang, you want them to end with an equivalent dramatic power.

Perhaps the most common mistake that writers make is to run out of steam and allow their essays to

wind down slowly, like a clock losing battery power. The dribble-off ending is the sure sign of a weak

essay, and will disappoint your audience and reveal your lack of skill as a writer. This lesson will suggest

ways you can avoid this common writer's error and instead construct powerful conclusions that leave

your audience with a good impression and the certain sense that you are a skilled and persuasive writer.

And incidentally, a strong conclusion may just act as a counterbalance to an argument that isn't been the

strongest one you've ever constructed.

The Conclusion

As is true with introductions, there are different views on what constitutes the conclusion of a writing

project. If you're writing a lengthy research paper, your conclusion will be correspondingly long and will

probably contain a summary of your findings. On the other hand, if you're writing a short essay for a

class assignment, your conclusion will probably be proportionally shorter, and no longer than the last

paragraph of your essay. Whatever its relative length, the conclusion you write needs to fulfill certain

goals.

What A Strong Conclusion Should Accomplish

As you have learned in previous lessons, every essay is essentially an argument for a point of view.

Whether your writing project is a compare-and-contrast, a narrative, or an expository essay, its overall
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goal is to convince your readers to agree with you because they believe and enjoy what you've written, or

agree, with certainty, that your point of view is a correct one. Think of the essay as a first meeting with a

potential new friend: You want to make a good impression and leave your new friend anticipating another

meeting with you—or in this case, wanting to read another essay written by you.

Four Strategies For Constructing A Strong Conclusion

1. Restate the thesis statement. This is the most common way that writers conclude their essays,

and the most easily abused technique. Simply restating the thesis is useful as a reminder to the

reader, but it can be a very unimaginative device. Be sure not to restate your thesis in exactly the

same words. Figure out a way to provide some amplification or a twist that will keep the reader

interested.

2. Shine some new light on the subject. A strong conclusion provides the reader with some new

understanding of your subject. Your essay should lead the reader along a path that winds through

a subject area and arrives at a new conclusion. It might be helpful to think of your conclusion as

the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow—the gift that the reader will receive for making the journey

with you to your concluding argument.

3. Stay on target. Many writers, in their panic at the end of the writing project, tend to stray off

subject and conclude by opening up a new if related subject for discussion. Avoid this trap. Be

sure that your conclusion is an extension of your original thesis, and that you do not conclude by

suggesting some other topic.

4. Get the reader involved. An effective way to conclude many essays is to appeal to the reader's

emotions. With the use of specific details, you can encourage the reader to make personal

associations with your argument and feel the same emotions that you feel about your subject.

Another way to get the reader involved is to challenge the reader to consider your argument

directly; alternatively, be daring and challenge the reader to dispute an argument you've made very

strongly.

Six More Ways To Write A Strong Conclusion

The right way to write a conclusion is to find the strongest, most effective strategy for convincing your

reader to accept your point of view. Challenge yourself to be creative and imaginative in the way you

construct your conclusion. Be sure to leave enough time (and energy) at the end of your project for the

creation of a clever ending.

Here are six suggestions for strategies to adopt in creating effective conclusions. Note that they are

similar, but not always identical to strategies you learned in the previous lesson for writing strong

introductions.

1. Ask a question. A well-constructed essay can often lead to a dramatic question at the end that

challenges the reader in effect to contribute to the essay's argument. Imagine that you are writing

an essay about the value of standardized tests. The following question might introduce your

concluding paragraph and invite the reader to agree with the answer you will then provide to the
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question: "Can we be sure then, at the very least, that these standardized tests are providing

valuable information?"  

2. Quote an authority on your subject. Here's a quotation from an authority on standardized testing

that might be used to support a thesis, or perhaps even to provide a contrasting point of view: "In

the February 2007 issue of Science magazine, researchers Nathan R. Kuncel and Sarah A.

Hezlett of the University of Minnesota conclude that: 'Standardized admissions tests are valid

predictors of many aspects of student success across academic and applied fields.' " Finding an

appropriate and relevant quotation might be difficult, but is often an effective strategy for a

conclusion. Be aware that you don't have to find a quotation that agrees with you. Maybe a

quotation from the opposition will provide a way for you to contradict a known authority and make a

strong case for your side of the argument.  

3. Provide a relevant anecdote. Anecdotes are easier to use in introductions, as scene setters,

than as strategies for conclusion. However, if you can save the best for the last, your personal

experience (or someone else's) might provide a strong punch at the end of your essay. The

experience of 150 seventh-graders at Centreville Middle School who took the standardized test in

English usage is instructive: While 80% of the students were above average students in their class

work, only 56% passed the standardized test. Perhaps most damning of all, 53% of the students

got lower grades in subsequent months. School administrators attributed this decline in study

habits and class attendance to the dramatically lowered morale among the students. Obviously,

this anecdote would work best for an essay critical of the use of standardized tests. Be cautious in

choosing an anecdote. Make sure it is not too specific to provide support for your generalized

thesis statement.  

4. Offer a solution or a recommendation. Depending on your subject matter, providing a workable

and realistic solution may be a difficult challenge. In the case of the assigned essay on the value of

standardized testing, one student worked around the difficulty of solving this problem in the

following way: "Whether or not standardized tests will continue to be part of national policy is at this

time unknowable. Nevertheless, there is little doubt that local schools need to enhance their

commitment to building writing skills among their students. Without better preparation, students

will be ill prepared to succeed in their future lives, much less in the taking of standardized tests."

Note that this conclusion sidesteps the challenge of offering a solution or alternative to the use of

standardized testing by concluding that there is a larger, more important issue at stake. This is

clever writing and provides the reader with a loftier subject to contemplate.

5. Challenge the reader to action. In persuasive essays, the use of a call to action is often an

effective way to conclude. You must use this strategy carefully, because demanding a specific

action of your reader may sound hollow and unrealistic. Write your congressperson is an

overworked example of this strategy. One of the students writing about standardized testing

offered this conclusion: "Complaining about the use of standardized tests doesn't get anybody

anywhere. These tests are here to stay. The energy that students (and their teachers) devote to

criticizing the testing policies would be better spent figuring out ways to beat the tests and perform

brilliantly on them. That'll show those test writers!"

6. Make a prediction. How confident do you feel that you can solve the world's problems? Probably

your answer is, "Not very confident." If so, you'll want to be cautious about using this strategy, but

three cheers for you if you can find a way to guide your reader to look to the future. Here's what
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one student suggested: Twenty years from now, we'll all look back on the controversy about the

use of standardized tests and laugh. The real problem facing schools by then is going to be what

to do with the multiple languages our students will be speaking. With the increasing presence of

recent immigrants in our schools, schools are going to find that 40% of their students are not

native English speakers. Printing standardized tests in many languages will be the least of our

problems!

Dos And Don'ts In Writing A Conclusion

1. Do consider carefully the goals you seek for your conclusion, and match those goals with one or

more of the six strategies presented in this lesson.

2. If you get stuck, take a walk around the block, or sleep on it, and return to the essay the next day to

write the conclusion. A little perspective always helps.

3. Do not begin your conclusion with clichèd and trite phrases such as these:

in conclusion

to summarize

I conclude by

and so we see that

4. Do not repeat your thesis in exact words. Expand on it imaginatively

Practice: Writing Strong Conclusions For Strong Introductions

For this exercise, select three of the strong introductions you chose from the pairs provided in Writing a

Strong Introduction Study Guide.

Enter those strong introductions in the following chart, and write brief descriptions of your ideas for a

strong conclusion to those introductions. Explain which strategy you have chosen to use.

The introductory sentences are repeated here for your convenience:

Sentence Pair 1

 1. I've lived in this town my whole life and never knew there was an underground tunnel.

 2. I've lived in this town my whole life and never knew its best-kept secret.

Sentence Pair 2

 1. Baseball is an extremely boring game.

 2. Baseball is so boring it could put the dead to sleep.

Sentence Pair 3

 1. The Internet is turning us all into zombies.

 2. The controversy surrounding the effects of the Internet on its users continues to be a hot topic
among research scientists.

Sentence Pair 4

 1. My favorite movie is Star Wars, for a very surprising reason.
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